
Praying with St Paul 

Some people will find this helpful; some will find it almost impossible. If you find it impossible that 

just means this isn’t your way –you have another way of praying which is the right way for you.  

Take one of the following passages and rewrite it as a prayer for your church and for the diocese.  

For example the first passage from Ephesians 1 could be rewritten like this: 

16I give thanks to you, loving God, for the people of St ... (you might remember some particular ones 

by name or visualise their face) as I remember them before you in my prayers. I pray that you the 

God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give them/us a spirit of wisdom and revelation 

as they/we come to know you., May you give them/us eyes to see you so that they/we may know 

what is the hope to which you have called them/us, what are the riches of their/our glorious 

inheritance among the saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of your power for them/ us 

who believe, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Pray it slowly letting the richness and power of the words sink into you.  

Take your prayer home and continue to use it daily. 

Ephesians 1 

16I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. 17I pray that the God of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to 

know him, 18so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope to 

which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, 19and what 

is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe, according to the working of his great 

power. 

Ephesians 3 

I pray that, according to the riches of his glory, he may grant that you may be strengthened in your 

inner being with power through his Spirit, 17and that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith, as 

you are being rooted and grounded in love. 18I pray that you may have the power to comprehend, 

with all the saints, what is the breadth and length and height and depth, 19and to know the love of 

Christ that surpasses knowledge, so that you may be filled with all the fullness of God. 

 

Philippians 1 

I thank my God every time I remember you, 4constantly praying with joy in every one of my prayers 

for all of you, 5because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day until now. 6I am confident of 

this, that the one who began a good work among you will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus 

Christ. 7It is right for me to think this way about all of you, because you hold me in your heart, for all 

of you share in God’s grace with me, both in my imprisonment and in the defence and confirmation 

of the gospel. 8For God is my witness, how I long for all of you with the compassion of Christ Jesus. 
9And this is my prayer, that your love may overflow more and more with knowledge and full insight 



10to help you to determine what is best, so that on the day of Christ you may be pure and blameless, 
11having produced the harvest of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ for the glory and 

praise of God 

 

Colossians 1 

3 In our prayers for you we always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 4for we 

have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love that you have for all the saints, 
5because of the hope laid up for you in heaven. You have heard of this hope before in the 

word of the truth, the gospel 6that has come to you. Just as it is bearing fruit and growing in 

the whole world, so it has been bearing fruit among yourselves from the day you heard it 

and truly comprehended the grace of God. 7This you learned from Epaphras, our beloved 

fellow-servant. He is a faithful minister of Christ on your behalf, 8and he has made known to 

us your love in the Spirit.  

9 For this reason, since the day we heard it, we have not ceased praying for you and asking 

that you may be filled with the knowledge of God’s will in all spiritual wisdom and 

understanding, 10so that you may lead lives worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him, as you 

bear fruit in every good work and as you grow in the knowledge of God. 11May you be made 

strong with all the strength that comes from his glorious power, and may you be prepared 

to endure everything with patience, while joyfully 12giving thanks to the Father, who has 

enabled you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the light. 13He has rescued us from 

the power of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of his beloved Son, 14in whom 

we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.  

Colossians 3 

 As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, 

meekness, and patience. Bear with one another and, if anyone has a complaint against another, 

forgive each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. Above all, clothe 

yourselves with love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony. And let the peace of 

Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in the one body. And be thankful. Let the 

word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one another in all wisdom; and with gratitude 

in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God. And whatever you do, in word or 

deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. 

 

1Thessalonians 3 

11 Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct our way to you. 12And may the 

Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and for all, just as we abound in love for 



you. 13And may he so strengthen your hearts in holiness that you may be blameless before our God 

and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints. 

 


